CHAPTER  VIII

INTERLUDES AT SULAIMANIYA AND
JERUSALEM

TO SULAIMANIYA AND   BACK VIA  KIRKUK AND
KINGERBAN (FEBRUARY,   1925)

Hinaidi fa Sulaimaniya. I went up to Sul (see Map
VII) as second pilot to Maitland, We were carrying 300
pounds of head ropes up to the Arab army. When
we started off the weather did not look at all promising,
and the sky was full of grey alto-cumulus and nimbus,
and thin rain was falling fitfully. We sped off north-
wards into the grey sky and at 1,000 feet climbed
into a layer of warm wet air. We flew up over Khan
Beni Said, which Maitland told me was laid out like a
typical old Persian town, between the Rivers Diyala
and Tigris, following fairly closely to the left of the
looping and winding River Diyala. Away on our left
we could see the Tigris like a grey line in the "Blue."
Insensibly the face of the desert turned darker and
more broken as we entered the land of dull green
cultivation. There seemed to be plantations of shrubs
and palms in all sorts of queer geometrical shapes; and
as we passed Baquba, the Diyala took a more easterly
direction, and in the distance I could see the jeels1
at Abu Jisra. At this point the Tigris and Diyala

1 Marshes.
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